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USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 
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061203Z 081927/43 

O 060842Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VICTORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASH DC IMMEDIATE 390 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES ALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS PRIORITY 
DET 4 AFSCF MAHE ISLAND SEYCHELLES 

CONFIDENTIAL VICTORIA 305 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, CASC, SE 

SUBJECT: SEYCHELLES COUP D' ETAT: SITREP 8 (1145LOCAL, JUNE 6) 

REF: VICTORIA 304 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . VICTORIA STILL VIRTUALLY DESERTED EXCEPT FOR HIGH LEVEL OF ACTIVIT 
Y 

AT CENTRAL POLICE STATION: I OBSERVED MAXIME FERRARI ( WHO IS ONE OF 
PROBABLE RINGLEADERS OF COUP) THROUGH BINOCULARS FROM EMBASSY 
GIVING ORDERS TO GROUPS OF ARMED, MAINLY BLACK, CIVILIANS. 

2. DEATH TOLL IN COUP IS SAID TO HAVE RISEN TO TOTAL OF 5 (3 
POLICEMEN, OLD MEN AND YOUNG BOY CAUGHT IN CROSS FIRE.) NO 
ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN MADE OF CASUALTIES. 
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3. SPECIAL FORCE (130 MAN PARAMILITARY UNIT) POLICEMEN HAVE 

BEEN ASSEMBLED AT THEIR HEADQUARTERS, REPORTEDLY FOR INTERROGATION 
AND FOR COUP ORGANIZERS TO DISCOVER WHICH POLICEMEN ARE PREPARED 
TO SERVE NEW REGIME. 

4. BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION FIRST SECRETARY HINTON HAS HAD MID- 
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MORNING MEETING WITH RENE WHO TOLD HIM A) INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE 
EXCHANGE HAD TO BE CUT AGAIN LAST NIGHT BECAUSE CALLS WERE COMING 
FROM ABROAD TELLING PEOPLE TO ORGANIZE THEMSELVES, B) KENYAN AIR- 
WAYS JUNE 5 FLIGHT CANCELLED BECAUSE "12 SWEDISH SOLDIERS WERE 
ABOARD" AND C) BRITISH AIRWAYS JUNE 6 FLIGHT WOULD BE PERMITTED TO 
LAND BUT ASKED THAT SWEDES BE REMOVED IN NAIROBI. 

5. FINALLY, ACCORDING HINTON, RENE WAS "EXTREMELY AGITATED" ABOUT 
REPORT HEHAD HEARD (FROM UNKNOWN SOURCE) THAT UK WAS NOT PREPARED 
TO RECOGNIZE HIS GOVERNMENT. 

6. TWO RECENTLY ARRIVED SOVIET DIPLOMATS EITHER BY ACCIDENT OR DESIGN 

WERE APPARENTLY NOT IN SEYCHELLES AT TIME OF COUP. ARE EXPECTED TO 
RETURN FROM MAURITIOUS TODAY. 

7. ALL SENIOR EXPATRIATE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ARE REMAINING AT HOME. 

IN ESSENCE, ASIDE FROM ESSENTIAL SERVICES (WHICH PRESENTLY BEING 
MAINTAINED AT ACCEPTABLE LEVEL), GOVERNMENT NOTZUNCTIONING. 

8. ALTHOUGH SITUATION PRESENTLY CALM ON MAIN ISLAND OF MAHE, SECURITY 
SITUATION ELSEWHERE IN COUNTRY UNKNOWN. COUP ORGANIZERS CONTINUE 
TO DISPLAY SIGNS GOVT 

APPREHENSION, REALIZING PERHAPS THAT THEIR 

CONTROL FAR FROM COMPLETE. THESE INCLUDE: A) DEMAND ON RADIO THAT ALL 
POLICE REPORT TO THIER STATIONS BY 1300) B) ALL FIREARMS BE IMMEDIATE 
LY 

SURRENDERED C) FIRETRUCKS STILL PARKED ON RUNWAY AT AIRPORT D) 
CONTINUATION FOR INDEFINITE PERIOD OF CURFEW AND E) RENE'S CONCERNS 
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EXPRESSED PARA 4. (COMMENT: THESE CONCERNS MAY BE WELL FOUNDED AS 
REGIME S "SECURITY FORCES" COMPOSED AT PRESENT OF MOTLEY ASSORTMENT 
OF 200, OR MAYBE EVEN FEWER, IRREGULARS. COOPERATION OF SPECIAL 
FORCE PROBABLY ESSENTIAL TO MAINTENACE OF CONDITIONS OF LA AND ORDER 
AND REGIME.) 

9. BRITISH POLICE ADVISORS AND FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE O’BRIEN- 

QUINN WHO WERE DEPORTED LAST NIGHT TOLD HIGH COMMISSIONER PUGH THAT 
MOST WEAPONS USED BY ASSAULT GROUPS WERE NOT FROM SEYCHELLES 
ARSENAL. ONE OF THEM SPECULATED THEY WERE OF CZECH MANUFACTURE. 
DE-BRIEFING OF POLICE WILL TAKE POSSIBLE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER TH 
EIR 

ARRIVAL IN LONDON. 

10. INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS OPENED AT 1100. SCHEDULED TO 
CLOSE DOWN AT 1300. 

11. ALL ANXIOUSLY AWAITING RENE'S MAJOR ADDRESS LATER IN DAY. 
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